Blades and Hilt supplied to India by Wilkinson, Mole and Others

There were various way of sword being supplied to the Britrish Indian Army post Indian Mutiny.

Those swords for the Infantry and the Artillery came via the India Store Depot and were supplied under tender and contract by Mole and Wilkinson and between 1860 and 1869 by Reeves,

Swords for the Cavalry were a different matter. The Silladar Cavalry was a cavalry force of some moment in Indian history traditionally composed of individuals who provide their own arms, as opposed to having them provided for them by any local or central group or command.

The system was extended to the regular cavalry of the Bengal and Bombay Armies in 1861.  

Under this system and to ensure uniformity, Regiments ordered swords and blades direct from the makers or Birmingham Factors in the UK.  That is why on the Wilkinson page from the catalogue, it states Special Quotations for Regimental Orders’.

Also there is from the 1890’s to the end of 1918, the official reference to the 3 bar hilted swords as a ‘Tulwar’ and in fact The official India Office drawing No 9470 showing the sword refers to Sword. Tulwar, Cavalry.

Mole and Wilkinson did supply complete swords but also had large contacts for blades only.  Regiments also bought blades only, Mole supplying 25th frontier Force Cavalry with Cavalry blades, referred to as spike tang 35 inch blade.  Some regiments like the 17th cavalry ordered ‘Curved swords with stirrup hilts and chequered walnut grip.

So the supply of blades to Indian Army Cavalry and the forces of princely States was considerable but there is one point to note that all these blade orders specified and conformed to a blade style and shape approved by the India office.

I have listed the main blade types below from Official Specification and the styles and shapes most used.  (To the maker, however, how he got to the finished shape was another matter!)  Take this example:

21st Frontier Force. Ordered Cavalry Blades, spike tang 34 1/4.

To supply these the maker (Mole) used, and I quote, “Made from old  1885 Cavalry blades, the flat tangs converted to spike and backs ground a little thinner. Sharpened chisel edge” The Order was dated24 February 1910!

Blade Styles: (All curved)

Havildar – A good wide curved blade (similar to British 1796 Light Cavalry) used as a basis for a number of differing blade types (Abyssinia etc) – Blade 30 1/2 inches shoulder to point- weight 1 lb 3 1/2 oz

Bengal Ordnance pattern – A good wide curved blade (similar to British 1796 Light Cavalry) heavier than 1 above and  used as a basis for a number of differing blade types – Blade 33 inches shoulder to point- weight 1 lb  8oz

Madras and Bombay pattern – A good wide curved blade (similar to British 1796 Light Cavalry) similar to above and  used as a basis for a number of differing blade types – Blade 30 inches shoulder to point- weight 1 lb  2oz

Paget pattern – A good wide curved blade (similar to British 1796 Light Cavalry) heavier than 1 above and  used as a basis for a number of differing blade types (– Blade 33 inches shoulder to point- weight 1 lb  2 3/4oz

Mounted Police pattern – A good wide curved blade (similar to British 1796 Light Cavalry) – Blade 34 3/8 inches shoulder to point

Also many of these stock type blade types could be altered in the grinding and finishing to have different style points etc.

Also these styles were supplied to the princely States and also individual Trading companies in India for sale etc.

Hilts

Both Mole and Wilkinson supplied not only blades as above but complete swords and scabbards with the various hilt styles, one of which was a ‘True’ Tulwar pattern.

Here is the Wilkinson drawing for this hilt.

