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The subject of my paper is vast, and a popular one among art experts,
historians and scholars of arms and armor. The hour | have is far too short to
cover and understand the complex cultural and political hotchpotch that was
Poland in the age of the First Republic. | have chosen the four hundred years
from the 15th to the 18th century as the period central to this topic. | will
examine the types of arms used in Poland that were influenced by the
civilization broadly known as “the East” — above all the Islamic states of the
Ottoman Empire and Persia, the Tatars, and to a lesser extent also Russia and
India— but | would first like to give a brief outline of some of the historical
processes underway in Poland in that period, in order to provide a context for
the processes that contributed to the orientalization of Polish life.

The map of contemporary Poland betrays no reason for the sudden
fascination with the Orient that overtook the country centuries ago (Picture 1).

! trandlation Jessica Taylor-Kucia (text) and Micha &ziewulski (arms & armor nomenclature,
picture captions)

2 NOTE: this lectureis just a brief work on the subject, originally written asalive
presentation with dides. Due to short time of prelection it was impossible to present all
influences and all nuances of the subject. So please treat this lecture only as an informative
paper. For more information or questions please contact with the author:

wolviex_pl @yahoo.com
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Picture 1: Poland on the map of contemporary Europe

Picture 2: Poland on the map of 17th century Eur ope (green color)



